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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed August 18, 2003, reconsideration and 
allowance of the present application are respectfully requested. Claims 1-20 remain 
pending in the application. 

In numbered paragraph 3 on page 2 of the Office Action, claims 1-8, 11-14 and 16- 
19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
6,584,221 (Moghaddam et al). In paragraph number 7, claims 9-10 and 20 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over the Moghaddam patent in combination 
with U.S. Patent No. 6,121,969 (Jain). In numbered paragraph 9, claim 15 is rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over the Moghaddam patent in combination 
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with U.S. Patent No. 5,528,259 (Bates). These rejections are respectfully traversed, as the 
documents relied upon by the Examiner fail to teach or suggest Applicants' invention as set 
forth in independent claims 1 and 17. 

The present invention is directed to a multimedia database and classification system 
which can, for example, provide for automatic classification and retrieval of multimedia 
files based on features of the multimedia files. Figure 1 shows an exemplary method for 
visualizing and retrieving data files in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the 
present invention. In step 110, a plurality of images representing data files on a display 
device are displayed using a first (i.e., coarse) distance metric. The distance metric 
represents a distance between each data file. In step 120, a portion of the images can be 
redisplayed on the display device using a refined distance metric. As described on 
specification page 6 beginning with line 4, the distance metric can be refined at each of 
plural redisplays until a desired data file is found or a maximum refined distance metric is 
reached. In step 140, a desired data file can be retrieved, and/or can be marked or 
selected. 

Figures 2A-2E show a graphical representation of displays generated in accordance 
with exemplary embodiments, where each portion of the images redisplayed can be 
graphically selected by a user. Figure 2 A is a screen capture of an exemplary display 
showing a first level of images representing data files on a two-dimensional display. A 
first, coarse, distance metric can be calculated, and allows the user to receive useful 
information about the organization of images on the display. Based on perceived 
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properties of a desired image, a user can select an area 202 of the screen where a desired 
image most likely resides. Figure 2B shows a portion of images redisplayed as selected by 
area 202. Here the distance metric has been recalculated using more of the image 
information than was used in the first distance calculation. As described on specification 
page 9, the reclustering and redisplaying of selected images is more than merely a zoom 
function. 

The redisplayed process can be repeated, as represented by Figures 2C and 2D. 
Distance metrics between images are again recalculated using more image feature data than 
previously used with respect to Figure 2B. Following the redisplay based on recalculated 
distance metrics, a desired data file (e.g., image 240) is identifiable and can be selected and 
retrieved as shown in Figure 2E. Figure 3 shows another exemplary method which can be 
implemented in accordance with the present invention, and Figure 4 shows a flowchart for 
performing a coarse to fine distance calculation. 

The foregoing features are broadly encompassed by independent claims 1 and 17. 
Exemplary embodiments of the present invention display images using a first distance 
metric between each data file, and provide for redisplaying a portion of the images using 
a refined distance metric in a manner which constitutes more than merely a zoom feature. 
Claim 1 is directed to a method of visualizing and retrieving a data file from a second data 
file. The claim 1 method includes a step of displaying a plurality of images representing 
corresponding data files on a display device using a first distance metric between each 
data file. Claim 1 also recites also redisplaying a portion of the images on the display 
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device using a refined distance method. Claim 17 is directed to a method of interactively 
retrieving a data file from a set of data files in real time, and includes features similar to 
those mentioned with respect to claim 1 . 

The foregoing features are neither taught nor suggested by the Moghaddam patent, 
considered individually or in combination with Jain or Bates patents in the manner 
suggested by the Examiner. 

The primary reference relied upon by the Examiner, the Moghaddam patent, is at 
best, an image retrieval method which provides a zoom feature. The method described by 
Moghaddam separates and filters images to extract color and texture features. These 
features for each image are partitioned in a plurality of blocks. A joint distribution of the 
color features and a joint distribution of the texture features are estimated for each block, 
and stored in a database with each image to enable retrieval of images by comparing the 
estimated joint distribution. Column 2, lines 59-67 of the Moghaddam patent describe 
using color and texture features as key image components for image retrieval. Based on 
the color/texture features, images are retrieved in response to a user query and are 
presumably displayed in rank order. That is, retrieved images are presumably displayed 
based on their proximity to the user's query, as there is no teaching or suggestion of 
displaying images based on a distance metric between each data file. Images in the 
Moghaddam database are displayed with respect to a particular query, and not with respect 
to one another. Accordingly, the response to any request to redisplay a portion of the 
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original set of displayed images would be based on the original distances to the original 
query, and not on a refined distance metric. 

This distinction can be characterized by way of example. With exemplary 
embodiments of the present invention, when a particular image is removed from the set of 
images to be displayed, all of the distance metrics between images will change resulting in 
relocation of the remaining images on the display. In contrast, when is a subset of images 
displayed in response to a query is selected for redisplay, the relationship among the 
images in the redisplay will remain the same as that of the original display. This is 
because in the Moghaddam system, all images are displayed with respect to an initial 
query, and not with respect to distance metrics between each data file to be displayed. The 
Moghaddam redisplay function is simply directed to a zoom feature. 

As such, claims 1 and 17 are allowable over the Moghaddam patent. The 
remaining patents to Jain and Bates fail to overcome the deficiencies of the Moghaddam 
patent, such that claims 1 and 17 are considered allowable. The Jain patent is directed to 
navigating to re-rank images. This patent is not directed to using a distance metric 
between data files, or to redisplaying a portion of the images on the display device using a 
refined distance metric. 

The Bates patent is directed to visualization of images, and is not directed to 
computing any distance metric whatsoever. As such, claims 1 and 17 are considered 
allowable over the Moghaddam patent even when this patent is considered in combination 
with the Jain and Bates patent in the manner suggested by the Examiner. 
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Because independent claims 1 and 17 are considered allowable, all of the remaining 
claims 2-16 and 18-20 are considered allowable. 

All rejections and objections raised in the Office Action having been addressed, it is 
respectfully submitted that the present application is in condition for allowance and a 
Notice of Allowance is respectfully solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, L.L.P. 
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